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“每個人都認為，自己應該表示自己應該環保。但每次我發表演講（就此提出質疑）時，許多人事後都會過來告訴我說，他們同意我的觀點。”

差價賭注公司IG Index的創始人斯圖亞特•惠勒(Stuart Wheeler)在倫敦金融城是一個罕見的人物：就在碳減排成為董事會新的正規議程之際，他這位企業領袖卻準備公開質疑減排主張。
他表示：“這是一種信仰。”但他補充稱，他發現對減排持異議的人正不斷增多。“情況正發生轉變。”

儘管他持懷疑態度，但金融城多數人卻將氣候變化視為一個商機，他們希望倫敦採取更多措施，從其他人減排的決心中獲益——無論是通過碳排放信用交易，還是通過利用尖端技術。
金融城許多大公司已設定了自己的減排目標，它們相信，金融城地方政府已作好充分準備，將幫助其他企業走上相同的道路。
倫敦金融城當局(City Corporation)上周啟動了《倫敦協定》(London Accord)。這是一項耗資數百萬英鎊的研究專案，旨在確定對投資者有吸引力的氣候變化技術。高等院校和投資銀行將聯手對各種技術進行調查，並推薦讓這些技術具備可規模生產和可投資性所需的戰略。
“如果一個項目沒有經濟意義，就不會提供一個可持續的解決辦法，”倫敦金融城當局政策與資源委員會主席邁克爾•斯奈德(Michael Snyder)表示。“《倫敦協定》將使倫敦的人才成為為新興氣候變化行業服務的金融創新者。”

走在環保問題前列，已經為金融城帶來了切實利益。金融城已成為歐洲碳排放信用交易市場的中心，2006年的碳排放信用交易額超過200億歐元，而且每年都在翻番。
越來越多的個人和機構投資者在尋找投資機會，利用人們對可再生能源和其他可打上環境可持續標籤的產品的需求。但臨時負責《倫敦協定》專案的英國石油(BP)高管簡•彼得•翁斯特韋德爾(Jan Peter Onstwedder)表示，這些投資者常常難以辨明可以進行長期投資的機會，不能確定政府是否會改變政策限度。
“如果你正在投資一家可持續30年的發電廠，你會希望確定，承諾在此期間不會改變。”

新技術需要經過原型試驗，但投資者需要知道這些技術是否可以將規模擴大到安裝20或200個設備。“關鍵是要測試某些東西是否具有可行性。”

人們還懷疑，在對某些環保技術整個生命週期內的效果進行評估時，它們是否還具有可持續性。
美國汽車業研究集團CNW一項研究的結論是，儘管豐田普瑞斯(Toyota Prius)等混合動力汽車在行駛中消耗的能源較少，但在製造和維修期間，它們每英里消耗的能源遠高於悍馬(Hummer)等使用傳統技術生產的汽車。
翁斯特韋德爾表示：“投資者希望知道，他們的投資是否正確。”

不過，倫敦金融城當局正準備採取更進一步的行動，計畫減少金融城內的溫室氣體排放量。它希望對目前的碳排放水準進行測量，並定下了在2010年前減排10%的目標。
與此同時，作為地方當局，倫敦金融城當局有自己的緩解計畫，應對洪水和乾旱等全球變暖現象的後果。其措施包括：提高排水能力，將洪水蓄積在金融城名下的開放空間內——例如漢普特斯西斯公園(Hampstead Heath)，確保新建築物能夠經受住洪水和乾旱的侵襲。
作為上世紀90年代首個購買可再生能源的大型組織，倫敦金融城當局自1997年以來已將碳排放量減少了35%。
目前，該機構正尋求發揮帶頭作用，讓它所代表的企業都能效仿——儘管有人持懷疑態度，但要讓這些企業相信，走環保路線代表著金融城的未來。
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“Everyone thinks they should say they should be green. But whenever I make a speech [questioning the case], lots of people come up to me afterwards and say they agree."

Stuart Wheeler, founder of the spread-betting company IG Index, is a rare figure in the City of London: a business chief who is prepared to question publicly the arguments for reducing carbon emissions at a time when they have become the new boardroom orthodoxy.

"It's a religion," he says, adding, however, that he detects growing numbers of heretics. "The tectonic plates are shifting."

In spite of his scepticism, most people in the City see climate change as a business opportunity and want London to do more to profit from others' determination to reduce their carbon emissions - whether through carbon trading or by means of cutting-edge technologies.

Many large City businesses have already set targets for reducing their organisations' carbon footprints, and believe the Square Mile's local authority is well placed to help others follow the same path.

The City Corporation yesterday launched the London Accord, a multi-million pound research programme to identify climate change technologies that will be attractive to investors. Universities and investment banks will team up to investigate the options - and recommend the strategies necessary to make them scalable and invest-able.

"If a project doesn't make sense financially, it won't offer a sustainable answer," said Michael Snyder, chairman of the Corporation's policy and resources committee. "The London Accord will put the capital's talent as a financial innovator at the service of the nascent climate change industry."

Leading on green issues is already bringing tangible benefits to the City, which has become the hub of Europe's carbon trading markets. Carbon allowances of more than �0bn (£13.5bn) were traded in 2006, and the value is doubling each year.

Individual and institutional investors are increasingly looking for investments that will take advantage of the need for renew-able energy and other products that can be badged environmentally sustainable. But often they find it hard to identify opportunities that they can invest in over the longer term, confident the government will not change the policy parameters, says Jan Peter Onstwedder, the BP executive seconded to direct the London Accord project.

"If you are investing in a power plant that lasts 30 years you want to be certain that the commitment is there for that period."

New technologies are subject to prototype trials, but investors need to know whether they can be scaled up for 20 or 200 installations. "A key point will be to test if something is more than an idea."

There are also questions as to the sustain-ability of some green technologies when the impact across their life cycle is measured.

A study by CNW, a US motor industry research group, concluded that while hybrid cars such as the Toyota Prius consumed less energy on the road, they used much more per mile travelled in their manufacture and maintenance than did tradition-ally-built vehicles such as the Hummer.

"Investors want to know if they are investing in the right things," says Mr Onstwedder.

The City Corporation is preparing to go much further, however, with a plan to reduce greenhouse emissions in the Square Mile. It wants to measure the current level of carbon emissions and set a 10 per cent reduction target by 2010.

Meanwhile, in its role as local authority, the corporation has its own mitigation plan to deal with the consequences of global warming such as flooding and droughts. Measures include increasing drain capacity, holding flood-water in City-owned open spaces such as Hampstead Heath and ensuring new buildings can survive floods and droughts.

As the first large organisation to buy renewable energy, in the 1990s, the Corporation has already reduced its carbon emissions by 35 per cent since 1997.

Now it is seeking to provide leadership so the businesses it represents can follow suit - convinced, despite the doubters, that going green represents the future of the City.

PAGE  
1

